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Excerpt from

“Ethnographic Videoconferencing, as Applied to Songs/Chants/Dances/Games

of South Indian Children, and Language Learning.”

PhD Dissertation (2010), Eric Miller, Folklore Program, University of Pennsylvania.

d) The Original Set of 11 Question-and-Answer Routines (in Tamil and English).

1
L g 6T e ?
i thu en na
this what
What is this?
@& & e am)l.
i thu kaN Nu
this eye
This is an eye.
2
o m& OlLWIT 6reu 6um?
wung ga pe vyar en na

your name what
What is your name?

ererr Guwy raell.

en pe yar ra vi
my name Ravi
My name is Ravi.



3
O MI& 2T 6fH?
wung ga uur e thu

your place which
What is your native place?

GTGUT 26T[] LD &N .
en uur ma thur rai

my place Madurai
My native place is Madurai.

4
Tl @& HHma?
ep pa Di i Ruk hi Riing ga?

in what way are you

How are you?

B r @ ms S Cmen
nal laa i  Ruk hi Reen

good | am
| am well.

5
amGes Gumhnria?

eng gee' poo Riing ga

where going
Where are you going?

Brer el (& @ CurGmer.

naan viiT Tuk ku poo

I to the house am going

| am going to the house.

! Pronounced, “eng-gay.”
* “Reen” rhymes with “rain.”
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6
6T GOT GO LIGT () TRl & ?
en na paN DRing ga?

what are you doing
What are you doing? (At the present moment.)

prer GuaGmaer.

naan pee sa Reen'
I speak
| am speaking.
7
e GeuiHme?
en na sey Riing ga?
what are you doing

What are you doing? (As an occupation.)

BTaT Lig & HCmert.
naan pa Dik ki Reen

I study
| am studying.

8
GT G & Lilg & &\ f) B &7
en na pa Dik ki Riing ga?

what studying
What are you studying?

BT SIS @G Lligd HCmer.

naan ka Nak ku pa Dik ki Reen
I math am studying
| am studying math.

' Pronounced, “pay-sa.”
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9
eTa e &mLli(h M mi&?

en na saap Du Riing ga?

what eating
What are you eating?

BT GUTENLOLILILPLD
naan vaa LRZHaip pa LRZHam

I a banana
| am eating a banana.

10
cTananr CurélsShmia?
en na yoo sik ki Riing ga
what thinking

What are you thinking?
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gl (HhCmerr.

saap

Du Reen
am eating

prer urLw CurdlsSHCmer.

naan paa Dam yoo sik ki

Reen

I schoolwork am thinking

| am thinking about schoolwork.

11
crent &1 Gouemild ?
en na vee Num

what want
What do you want?

T&HE LSHar Golanld.

e nak Kku puuk  kalL vee

Num

to me flowers want

| want flowers.
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e) The First Question-and-Answer Routine, with Follow-up Questions (in Tamil

and English).

L g 6T e ?
i thu en na

this what
What is this?

@& & e aml.
i thu kaN Nu
this eye
This is an eye.

&6 ) GTHM & (&7
kaN  Nu e thaRk ku
eye what for

What use is an eye?

LITT & &
paark  ka

to see
To see.

TR LIMT & &7
en na paark ka

what to see
To see what?

P& G LTT & &.
muuk Kku paark ka

nose to see
To see a nose.



@ g ererer?

i thu en na
this what
What is this?
Qe s .
i thu muuk ku
this nose

This is a nose.

(P& G TSDSH S
muuk ku e thaRk ku
nose what use

What use is a nose?

FoUuTH & .

su vaa sik ka
to breathe

To breathe.

TG GIT FOUTH & &7

en na su vaa sik ka
what to breathe
To breathe what?

STHM FUTEHSE S

kaaT TRu su vaa sik ka

air to breathe
To breathe air.

Or
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(P& G TEDE S
muuk ku e thaRk ku
nose what use

What use is a nose?

PET
mu ha ra
to smell

To smell.

GT QT &0T  (LP &I 7?
en na mu ha ra

what to smell
To smell what?

= P37

puu muhara
flower to smell
To smell a flower.

@ g ererer?

i thu en na

this what

What is this?
Qs Br&G
i thu naak ku
this tongue

This is a tongue.
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BI& & ﬂ@ﬂ)&@ ?

naak ku e thaRk
tongue what use
What use is a tongue?

Cus

pee sa
to speak
To speak.

eTateor QUi ?

en na pee sa
what to speak
To speak what?

sang GUF.

ka thai pee sa
story to speak
To tell a story.

@ g ererer?

i thu en na

this what

What is this?
gl L.
i thu pal lu
this tooth

This is a tooth.
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L) eTHMEH & 7
pal lu e thaRk ku
tooth what use

What use is a tooth?

FTLL.

saap pi Da
to eat
To eat.

GTeT 60T FrLiLgL?

en na saap pi Da
what to eat?
To eat what?

LD Frlidl.
pa LRZHam saap pi Da

fruit to eat
To eat a fruit.

GT &3 0T LILPLD ?
en na palLRZHam

what fruit
What fruit?

GUITGHLPLILILPLD .
vaa LRZHaip paLRZHam

banana
A banana.
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@ g ererer?

i thu en na
this what
What is this?

Qg s

i thu kai
this hand
This is a hand.

M& THME &"?
kai e thaRk ku

hand what use
What use is a hand?

GT Ml

e Ri ya
to throw
To throw.

GT QT &1 G Hlud?
en na e Ri ya

what to throw
To throw what?

Lifh & &T mlw.
pan thu e Ri ya
a ball to throw

To throw a ball.
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GT &UT 0T LIh &7

en na pan thu
what ball
What ball?

Beow Ub g

nii lam pan thu
blue ball
A blue ball.

@ g ererer?
i thu en na

this what
What is this?

Qs s

i thu tha lai
this head
This is a head.

sane 2 6T Gar

tha lai uL Lee’

head inside
What is inside a head?

CLP &) oIT

muu Lai
a brain
A brain.

' Rhymes with “pool-lay.”

GT GOT GOT 2

en
what

na
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PEnET TS (?
muu Lai e thaRk ku
brain what use

What use is a brain?

Curé s s

yoo sik ka
to think
To think.
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